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Monday 31 March 2014
In the Town Hall, Berkeley
At 7.30 p.m.
Minutes
Present

Councillor

K Palmer
F Brown
T Tucker
C Trenchard
R Pinnell
P Hall
L Ashton
G Harcourt

Chairman

Clerk D Spiers
Public Discussion
Several members of the public used the thirty minute public discussion time to express their concerns
and to ask questions about the planning application. The subjects mentioned included the history of
Berkeley and the castle; flooding, swales and who will maintain them; right to a view; increase in traffic
through Berkeley Heath; how individuals will respond to the application; the local plan, the town plan
and other possible sites for housing; how it will affect council tax and what happens next at the Local
Planning Authority
1.

Apologies and absence
Councillor Dobson gave his apologies

2.

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest from Councillors relating to any items on the agenda
st
for 31 March 2014.

3.

Minutes of the last meeting
The council agreed to defer this matter to the next meeting

4.

Planning Application – S.14/0619/FUL
The council debated this planning application taking in to account and understanding the
concerns that some local residents have with the proposed development. The council
understands that the proposed development will change Berkeley but felt that change is
not always a bad thing. The council is proud of our historical heritage but felt that we
cannot thrive if we try to preserve ourselves in aspic. BTC considered that the town is a
sustainable location having a good range of services (including health centre, library,
school, a variety of shops and bus services). The council is aware that we have an ageing
population and feels that we need more young families in order to sustain our school and
health centre, to boost the local economy and to increase membership of our local
community groups. Some attention was given during the debate to possible alternative
locations in and around Berkeley for housing but, at this time the land in question has not
been made available. Attention was also given to the argument that the application does

not comply with the Town Plan (2005) and the Local Plan (not yet adopted)
The council also debated whether to ask for conditions to be added to any approval that
may be given and whether there was any part of the plan they would like to change.
BTC felt that attention should be paid, by the Applicant and the Local Planning Authority, to
the eco sustainability of the houses e.g. they should be very energy efficient; that in order
to manage the flood risk well in to the future, good long term management of the swales
should be in place; and that all planting on the site should be with well developed, mature
plants.
The main concern that the council has with the proposed plan is the safety of the exit from
the site on to the bypass. The council felt that speeding traffic will pose a threat to the
safety of those coming out of the site and turning right on to the bypass. The council
understands that the layout of the junction has been agreed by Highways but felt that it has
been done on the assumption that everyone will stick to the speed limit, local knowledge
tells us that this is not always the case. BTC asks that further consideration be given to the
layout of the junction e.g. the installation of a roundabout
The council agreed, by a majority vote, to support the planning application S.14/0619/FUL
subject to the conditions and concerns mentioned above being addressed by the Local
Planning Authority and the Applicant.
Councillor Pinnell wanted to make it known in the minutes that although he had voted
against this planning application he is not against houses being built in other areas of
Berkeley.
5.

Next Meeting.
th

The next meeting will take place on Monday 28 April 2014 at 7.30 p.m. in the Town Hall,
Berkeley

